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The Florida Keys
Overseas Heritage Trail

The Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail
(FKOHT) is a multi-use bicycle and pedestrian
facility that will ultimately traverse the Florida
Keys. The vision is that of a 106-mile scenic

trail extending from Key Largo to Key West,
serving the communities as a linear, alternative
transportation corridor and recreational pathway.
The FKOHT originated as a local initiative
designed to link communities with a safe and
continuous multi-use trail, offering an alternative
transportation route and providing recreational,
health and economic benefits for Keys residents
and visitors. The Trail’s corridor closely parallels
U.S. Highway 1, which has been federally
designated as a National Scenic Highway and an
“All American Road.” The Division of Recreation
and Parks maintains approximately 85 miles of
existing trail and bridges and is responsible for
the design and construction of the remainder

of the Trail, in partnership with Monroe County
and many organizations. Funding for these
capital improvements is provided by the Florida
Department of Transportation through a federal
program for alternative transportation.

Florida Keys Overseas Paddling
Trail

The Florida Keys Overseas Paddling Trail offers

a paddling destination for those involved in

the growing sport of kayak and canoe touring.
The “blueway” introduces visitors to the history
and ecology of the Keys while providing
recreational opportunities that minimally impact
the environment. The Trail is a segment of the
1500-mile Florida Circumnavigational Saltwater
Paddling Trail, a project coordinated by the Office
of Greenways & Trails. For maps and descriptions
of the Florida Keys Overseas Paddling Trail, visit
FloridaGreenwaysAndTrails.com.
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Historic Bridges

The old Keys bridges form a central component
of the Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail,
providing opportunities for fishing, sightseeing,
recreation and historical reflection. Before

the great City of Miami existed, Henry Flagler
envisioned a railroad across the sea that would
promote a cultural and economic connection with
Cuba, the Panama Canal and South America.

By 1905, Flagler had begun construction on the
Keys section of his Florida East Coast Railroad.

On January 22, 1912, Henry Flagler rode the
railroad to Key West where the project was
heralded by the press as the “Eighth Wonder of
the World.” Ten thousand celebrants crowded the
streets of Key West for a weeklong celebration

of this momentous occasion. The railroad
transformed the wilderness of the Florida Keys
into an economically viable destination. Today

all of the remaining 23 Flagler Railroad Bridges
have been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places and are managed by the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection’s Division
of Recreation and Parks as part of the Florida Keys
Overseas Heritage Trail.

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Recreation and Parks
Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail
3 La Croix Court, Key Largo, FL. 33037
(305) 853-3571

FloridaStateParks.org/floridakeys
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Note: The Overseas Heritage Trail is still in development, therefore the information shown here may have changed since this map was printed.
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